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PROBABLE NOVA In M31 (=AT 2020BER= M31B 2020-01B)

H. Kucakova, K. Hornoch (Astronomical Institute, Ondrejov, Czech Republic report (ATEL 13425) the independent discovery of a probable nova in M31 on a co-added 1530-s R-band CCD frame taken on 2020 Jan. 28.706 UT with the 0.65-m telescope at Ondrejov. 

The object was independently discovered and first announced by M. Zhang and X. Gao and designated as:

PNV J00425232+4116128 = AT 2020ber

The object was designated by us as M31N 2020-01b and is located at:

RA 0h42m52s.36, DEC +41o16'13".0 (2000)

which is 90.6" east and 4.5" north of the centre of M31.

The following R-band magnitudes were obtained using the 0.65-m telescope at Ondrejov: 

2020 Jan. 27.725 UT, [19.2; 28.706, 17.5 &plusmn; 0.15; 28.734, 17.4 &plusmn; 0.15; 28.750, 17.5 &plusmn; 0.15. 

Discovery image: http://www.asu.cas.cz/~asteroid/M31N2020-01b.png
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